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Mary-Kate lives in an out-of-the-way 
farmhouse. Her great-grandma takes 
care of her throughout the day. 
Great-Grandma is nice, but sometimes 
she has a funny way of talking. 

Great-Grandma sometimes called 
Mary-Kate "the apple of my eye." But 
Mary-Kate never sees any apples in 
Great-Grandma's eyes! 
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Today, Great-Grandma said that Mary-
Kate ought to help her make some 
sourdough bread. 

"Hold this water I brought," Great-
Grandma said. "And come help with 
the dough in the kitchen." 

So Mary-Kate put the water into her 
hand! 
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"I bought this good-looking, two-handled 
bowl and brought it here," Great-
Grandma said as she got a bowl from 
her bag. 

"It'll be good for the dough," said Mary-

Kate. 

"Yes," said Great-Grandma. "It'll fit like a 
glove!" 

So Mary-Kate got a pair of gloves! 
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Great-Grandma looked through a 
cookbook full of thought. 

"Here's the sourdough recipe," Great-
Grandma said. She gave it to Mary-Kate. 
She added everything, including yeast, 
and was thorough in stirring the dough. 

"This yeast I bought helps the dough 
grow!" said Great-Grandma. 

"How long will it take?" asked Mary-Kate. 

"That's a toss-up," said Great-Grandma. 

Mary-Kate tossed the cookbook in the air! 





9 

Great-Grandma formed the dough. The 
pan was overflowing! Then, she put the 
dough in the oven to bake. 

Mary-Kate said, "I can smell the dough 
throughout the farmhouse! Can I try it 
now?" 

"Just hold your horses, Mary-Kate!" Great-
Grandma said. 

So, Mary-Kate went to get her toy 
horses! 
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The dough was baked into sourdough 
bread. Great-Grandma and Mary-Kate ate 
it with jam. 

"There is still dough left," Mary-Kate said. 
"Can we make it into doughnuts?" 

Great-Grandma was kind-hearted when 
she said, "Well, is the sky blue?" 

So, Mary-Kate went outside to check the 
sky! 
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"This was fun making sourdough and 
doughnuts today, Great-Grandma," said 
Mary-Kate. 

"Yes," Great-Grandma said. "You really are 
the apple of my eye!" 

But Mary-Kate still didn't see any apples! 
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Decodable Words 

Phonics Fun Comprehension 

Look at the list of words from 
the book. 
Write the words on cards or 
pieces of paper. 
Sort the words by ough and 
multisyllabic words 

How would you 
summarize this book? 

bought 
brought 

cookbook 
dough 

doughnut 
farmhouse 

good-looking 
Great-Grandma 

kind-hearted 
Mary-Kate 

ought 

out-of-the-way 
outside 

overflow 
sometimes 
sourdough 

thorough 
thought 
through 

throughout 
toss-up 
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