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Grow Your

Phonics Skills!
Look for the r-controlled 

ir, ur

Try these decodable words! 
See page 15 for more.

burst

swirl

New Vocabulary

mirth: fun, laughing, 
and enjoyment

sea: the ocean

Let’s Read! 
Scan the QR code

to watch a fun 2-minute 
video about the book. 
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“Today  is  going  to  be  super,”  Kurt  

said.  “First,  we  will  go  surfing.”

“In  the  dirt?”  Burt  said.

“No,  sir!  We  will  surf  in  the  sea!”  

Kurt  said.
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Kurt  and  Burt  go  to  surf.  They  see  

a  girl  they  know  named  Irma.

Irma  gets  a  small  tube  from  her  

purse.

“Put  this  on.  It  will  stop  sunburn.”

“We  will,”  Kurt  said.

“Yes,  sunburns  hurt!”  Burt  confirms.
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They  all  went  out  to  surf.  First,  

Kurt  twirled.  Second,  Irma  curled.  

Third,  Burt  whirled.  They  loved  

surfing!  Then,  they  stopped  to  rest.

“Here  is  a  squirt  of  lemonade,”  Kurt  

said  as  he  gave  some  to  Burt  and  

Irma.

“Thanks!  That  quenched  my  thirst,”  

Burt  said.
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Kurt,  Burt,  and  Irma  sat  on  the  

sand  and  watched  the  birds  and  

the  turtles  play  in  the  sand.

Then,  Burt  burst  out,  “Look  up  at  

that  bird  over  us!  He  looks  like  he’s  

hurt!”
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“He’s  not  hurt,”  Kurt  said.  “Look  at  

him!  That  bird  can  twirl,  curl,  and  

whirl  up  there!”

“Just  like  us  when  we  surf!”  Irma  

confirmed.

“Like  a  surfing  bird!”  said  Burt.

Burt  and  Irma  had  big  smiles!
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“Yes,  and  the  bird  can  fly  in  a  

curve  too!”  Irma  said.

“I  want  the  bird  to  return  to  surf  

with  us!”  Burt  smiled.

“I  want  it  to  chirp!”  Kurt  smirked.  

“Then  it  will  be  a  chirping  surfing  

bird!”
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Kurt,  Burt,  and  Irma  went  back  out  

to  surf.  They  swirled  and  twirled.  

They  whirled  and  curled.  They   

even  went  in  curves,  just  like  the  

surfing  bird!

It  was  a  super  surf  day,  full  of  fun  

and  mirth!
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Phonics Fun 

Write a word you 
know that will help 
you remember words 
with r-controlled -ir 
and -ur.

Comprehension

What would you 
change if you wrote 
the book?

High Frequency 
Words

bird  hurt

Decodable Words

bird
burst
Burt
chirp

confirm
curl

curve
dirt
first
girl

hurt
Irma
Kurt

mirth
purse
return

sir
smirk
squirt

sunburn
surf
swirl
third
thirst
twirl
whirl
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