
1

Just Right 
Reader

Down  the  River





Down  the  River

Just Right Reader



No part of this publication may be reproduced in whole or in part, stored in a retrieval system,  
or transmitted in any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording, or otherwise, or used 
to train artificial intelligence technologies, without the express written permission of the publisher.

For information regarding permission, write to  
Just Right Reader, 909 Lake Carolyn Parkway, Suite 875, Irving, TX 75039. 

Text and illustrations copyright © 2024 by Just Right Reader, Inc. and its licensors. 

All rights reserved. All images are used under license from Canva. Published by Just Right Reader. 
Printed in Mexico. 

ISBN 979-8-89239-328-7

Just Right Reader and associated logos are trademarks and/or registered trademarks of  
Just Right Reader. Other company names, brand names, and product names are the property  

and/or trademarks of their respective owners. Just Right Reader does not endorse any product  
or business entity mentioned herein.

                     1   2   3   4   5   6   7   8   9   10  34  33  32  31  30  29  28  27  26  25                 

Just Right Reader, 909 Lake Carolyn Parkway, Suite 875, Irving, TX 75039



Grow Your

Phonics Skills!
Look for the r-controlled

er

Try these decodable words! 
See page 15 for more.

bother

corner

New Vocabulary

perch: to sit

usher: to lead to an 
area

Let’s Read! 
Scan the QR code

to watch a fun 2-minute 
video about the book. 
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My   name   is   Archer.   Like   other   

rubber   ducks,   I   love   the   water.   

I   have   a   ton   of   fun   in   the  

bath   with   my   pal,   Harper.

With   her   help,   I   swim   with   

otters,   ships,   and   sharks!    

Sharks   are   a   bother,   but   I’m   

safe   with   Harper.
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Every   day,   I   perch   on   the   sill   

under   the   fern   until   Harper’s   

next   bath.

But   this   summer   day   is   not   

like   other   days.   Harper   is    

taking   me   on   a   trip!   Where   

are   we   going?

I   enter   the   bag   and   she   zips   

it   up.
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We   go   on   a   long   drive.   We   

stop.   Then,   the   zipper   slides,   

and   out   I   go.

Harper   sets   up   a   tent   for    

cover.   After   that,   we   go   by   

the   water.

“Look!”   says   Harper.   “It’s   a    

river.   Let’s   go   swimming.”
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While   playing   in   the   water,   

Harper’s   mother   calls   for   her.   

She   sets   me   down   on   the   

outer   part   of   the   river   before   

going   over   there.   The   water   

shifts   closer   and   closer.
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Uh-oh.   The   water   ushers   me   

into   the   river.   It   moves   me   

faster   as   I   get   farther   from   

Harper.   The   water   twists   and   

jerks   me   side   to   side.

I   wonder   where   the   river   is   

taking   me.   It   would   be   better   

if   I   was   with   Harper.
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Time   passes.   The   river   widens,   

and   a   ship   almost   crashes   

into   me!   It’s   bigger   than   

Harper’s   too!

I   dip   under   the   water.   That   

was   very   close!   I   prefer   the   

tub!
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I   pass   a   corner   and   see   so   

much   more   water!   This   isn’t   

the   river . . .  It’s   like   a   bathtub   

but   bigger!   Best   trip   ever!

I   wish   Harper   was   here.   I   

wonder,   where   will   I   go   next?
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Phonics Fun 

• Look for words with -er.

• Choose a book.

• Look through the book.

• Write down 5 words you find.

• Read the words to a friend.

Comprehension

Retell what happened in the 
beginning, middle, and end in 
your own words.

High Frequency Words

there very where

Decodable Words

after
Archer
better
bigger
bother
closer
corner
cover
enter
ever

farther
faster
fern

Harper
her

jerk
mother
other
otter
outer
perch
prefer
river

rubber
summer

under
usher
water

wonder
zipper
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Just Right Reader
Scan the QR code for a phonics lesson 

in English and Spanish 

Patents Pending 
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Decodable Set: 33  
Skills: R-Controlled Vowel er,  
Inflectional Endings with  
Changes -ing


