
The Smudge





The Smudge



No part of this publication may be reproduced in whole or in part, stored in a retrieval system,  
or transmitted in any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording, or otherwise, or used 
to train artificial intelligence technologies, without the express written permission of the publisher.

For information regarding permission, write to  
Just Right Reader, 909 Lake Carolyn Parkway, Suite 875, Irving, TX 75039.

Text and illustrations copyright © 2024 by Just Right Reader, Inc. and its licensors.

All rights reserved. All images are used under license from Canva. Published by Just Right Reader. 
Printed in Mexico.

ISBN 979-8-89239-303-4

Just Right Reader and associated logos are trademarks and/or registered trademarks of  
Just Right Reader. Other company names, brand names, and product names are the property  

and/or trademarks of their respective owners. Just Right Reader does not endorse any product  
or business entity mentioned herein.

1    2    3    4    5    6    7    8    9    10		  33 32 31 30 29 28 27 26 25 24

Just Right Reader, 909 Lake Carolyn Parkway, Suite 875, Irving, TX 75039



Grow Your

Phonics Skills!
Look for the trigraphs

-dge 
-tch

Try these decodable words! 
See page 15 for more.

lodge

stretch

New Vocabulary

nudge: to gently push 
something or someone 

smudge: a wet, sticky, 
or dirty mark made on a 
surface

       

Let’s Read!
Scan the QR code  

to watch a fun 2-minute 
video about the book.

https://vimeo.com/showcase/11081330
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Mitch wanted to catch some fish.

"I will pitch the plan to Dad," Mitch 

said.

He saw a pen on the ledge. He 

wrote:

Dad,

Want to catch some fish at the 

lodge?

Mitch
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Mitch set the note on the ledge by 

the sink. It got wet! He could see 

a smudge.

"Oh no!" Mitch said and snatched 

it  up.

The smudge stretched over the 

note.
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In a rush, Mitch got rid of the 

smudged note. He snatched up 

the pen to sketch. He sketched 

himself and Dad catching fish at 

the lodge. He set it away from the 

sink's edge.
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Mitch had to catch the bus. On the 

bus, he clutched his bag.

Oh no! He left his lunch in the 

fridge! He should have snatched it.

The smudged note and the sketch 

led him off track.
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Mr. Hatch nudged Mitch.

"Your dad saw this in the fridge. He 

knew you would want it!"

Mitch clutched his lunch box, "Oh 

yes! I forgot to fetch it!"
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Mitch looked in his box. Wedged 

in the back was his sketch. The 

sketch had a note on it:

Mitch,

Yes, let's catch fish at the lodge!

Dad

PS – I hope you like the fudge.





13

Mitch snatched the fudge and ate 

it! He knew he should hold on to 

this sketch and the note.

"No smudges this time!" he said.
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Write 3 words with the complex 
ending blends -dge and -tch that 
were not in the book.

Phonics Fun

Comprehension 

Retell what happened in the
beginning, middle, and end in
your own words.

High Frequency Words 

knew  wrote

catch
clutch
edge
fetch
fridge
fudge
Hatch
ledge
lodge

Mitch
nudge
pitch

sketch
smudge
snatch
stretch
wedge

Decodable Words









Patents Pending 

Scan the QR code for a phonics lesson 
in English and Spanish

The Smudge
Decodable Set: 30
Skill: Trigraphs -dge, -tch

https://vimeo.com/showcase/11081330
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